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ANY  COMPROMISE  A  SURRENDER. 


SPEECH 


OF 


HON.    D.   W.    GOOCR    OF   MASS., 


In  the  House  of  Eepresentatives,  February  23,  1861. 


The  House  having  under  consideration  the  re- 
port from  the  select  committee  of  thirtj-three — 

Mr.   GOOCH  said: 

]^Ir.  Speaker:  Whj'  is  it  that  the  people  of  six 
or  seven  States  are  to-day  arrayed  in  op£n  rebel- 
lion against  this  Government,  and  the  people  of 
as  many  more  doubting  whether  they  shall 
remain  loyal  or  join  in  the  rebellion?  Why 
is  it  that  almost  one  half  of  this  nation,  the  most 
prosperous  and  happy  the  world  has  ever  known, 
speaking  tlie  same  language,  living  under  the 
same  laws,  enjoying  the  same  political  institu- 
tions, having  the  same  common  government,  par- 
ticipating in  the  same  g  orious  recollections  of 
the  past  and  bright  hopes  for  the  future,  bound 
together  by  every  tie  that  interest,  long  and 
pleasant  association,  consanguinity,  a  common 
origin  and  destiny  can  throw  around  a  people  to 
unite  and  make  them  forever  one,  is  to-day  look- 
ing upon  the  other  half  as  enemies,  and  ready  to 
take  up  arms  against  them?  This  is  the  ques- 
tion we  must  answer  before  we  can  prescribe  the 
remedy  for  existing  evils.  It  is  not  enough  that 
we  know  the  fact  that  these  evili  exist;  we  must 
also  know  the  causes  which  produced  them.  The 
nature  and  cause  of  the  disease  in  the  body- 
politic,  as  well  as  in  the  physical  body,  must  be 
ascertained  before  the  remedy  is  applied. 

Two  systems  of  labor,  free  labor  and  slave 
labor,  exist  in  the  land  ;  one  in  the  Xorth,  the 
other  in  the  South.  They  have  existed  since  the 
beginning  of  the  Government  precisely  as  they 
exist  to-day ;  and  the  conflict  between  them  is 
no  more  irrepressible  now  than  it  has  been  for 
the  last  half  century. 

No  reason   for  severing  the  Union   of  these 

States  can  be  given  to-day  which  could  not  with 

equal  justice  and  propriety  have  been  given  at 

any  day  since  the  Union  was  formed.     It  was 

/ 


seen  and  known  from  the  beginning  that  free 
labor,  and  free  labor  alone,  would  be  employed 
iu  the  North  ;  and  while  it  was  hoped  and  be- 
lieved by  the  founders  of  the  Government  that 
slavery  would  not  be  perpetual,  it  was  fully  un- 
derstood that  slave  labor  would  continue  to  be 
employed  in  the  South  long  after  it  had  been 
abolished  by  the  States  of  the  North. 

No  right  or  power  was  conferred  by  the  people 
upon  the  Federal  Government  to  legislate  in  re- 
lation to,  or  to  interfere  with,  any  system  of  labor 
in  a  State,  whether  free  or  slave.  This  Govern- 
ment has  no  more  right  or  power  to  legislate  in 
relation  to,  or  interfere  with,  the  system  of  slave 
labor  in  South  Carolina,  thaa  it  has  to  legislate 
in  relation  to,  or  interfere  with,  the  system  of 
free  labor  in  Massachusetts ;  no  more  right  or 
power  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  one  than  to  es- 
tablish it  in  the  other.  And  no  State,  or  people 
of  a  State,  have  the  right  or  power  to  interfere 
with  the  system  of  labor  in  another  State.  Each 
can  control  its  own  ;  not  another's. 

I  think  scarcely  a  man  can  be  found  in  the 
whole  North  who  will  deny  these  propositions. 
We  have  always  so  understood  the  Constitutioa 
and  the  powers  and  relations  of  the  States ;  and  we 
ask  for  and  desire  no  change  of  the  Constitution 
in  this  respect,  and  no  alteration  or  change  of  the 
Constitution  in  any  respect.  The  Constitutioa 
which  our  fathers  made,  and  under  which  we 
have  lived,  we  will  obey,  preserve,  protect,  and 
defend  under  all  circumstances.  I  know  that 
there  are  a  few  men  in  the  North,  some  of  them 
eminent  for  their  ability  and  virtues,  in  private 
life,  who  are  not  satisfied  with  the  Constitutioa 
as  it  is,  and  desire  to  see  it  annulled  and  the  ex- 
isting Government  overthrowi:,  in  order  that  a 
new  Constitution  may  be  made,  and  the  Govern- 
ment reconstructed  with  power  to  abolish  and 


prohibit  slavery  in  every  State.  These  men  are 
few  in  number,  belong:  to  no  political  party,  take 
no  political  action,  refuse  even  to  vote,  and  look 
upon  the  Republican  party  as  the  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  the  accomplishment  of  their  object;  be- 
cause that  party,  represftiling,  as  it  does,  the 
opinions  and  sentiments  of  the  Noith  in  relation 
to  slavery,  is  pledfjed  to  support  the  Constitution 
as  it  is,  maintain  the  Union,  and  give  to  every 
section  of  the  country  all  its  rights. 

These  men  are  so  few  in  the  North  that  they 
exert  no  considerable   influence  or  power  over 
the  people  to  control  political  action  ;  and  could 
not,  if  they  should  unite  with  any  existing  polit- 
ical organization.     They  hold  the  same  rel  tion 
to  the  Federal  Constitution  and  Government  that 
the  disunionists  of  the   South  do.     Both  desire 
their  overthrow  and   destruction,  that  another 
and  a  different  Constitution  and  Government  may 
take  their  places.     They  differ  in  this.     The  dis- 
unionists of  the  North  wish  a  Constitution  and 
Government  with  power  to  abolish  and  prohibit 
slavery   everywhere.     The    disunionists    of  the 
South   desire  a  Constitution    and    Government 
with    power   to    establish    and    protect    slavery 
everywhere.     Both  wish  to  give  to  this  Govern- 
ment greater  powers ;  the  one  that  it  may  abol- 
ish and  prohibit  slavery  everywhere  in  all  the 
States ;  the  other  that  it  may  establish  and  pro- 
tect slavery  everywhere  in  all  the  States.     The 
one  wishes  that  the  power  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment shall  extend  into  the  slave  States  to  free 
all  slaves  ;  the  other  that  it  shall  extend  into  all 
free  States  to  protect  the  master  in  the  possession 
of  his  slaves,  whenever  he  may  choose  to   take 
them  into  a  free  State.     Neither  is  content  with 
the  Constitution  as  it  is ;  neither  is  willing  to 
obey  the  Constitution,  and  live  under  the  Gov- 
ernment which  our  fathers  made.     Both   think 
that  they  can  make  a  wiser  and  better  Constitu- 
tion  and  Government;  and,  to  try  the  experi- 
ment, are  willing  to  peril  all  the  prosperity,  se- 
curity, happiness,  and  peace  whith  thirty  millions 
of  people  enjoy  under  the  Constitution  and  Gov- 
ernment as  it  is. 


Shall  we  permit  either  to  try  the  experiment? 
Shall  wo  at  this  time  recommend  to  the  people 
to  so  alter  or  amend  the  Constitution  as  to  sat- 
isfy men  who  dem.ind  the  alteration  of  the  Con- 
stitution or  the  overthrow  of  the  Government  ? 
These  alterations  are  not  proposed  because  ex- 
perience has  shown  that  the  Constitution  needed 
amendment.  No  man  dreamed  of  amending  the 
Constitution  before  the  result  of  the  late  election 
was  known  ;  and  had  the  section  of  country  which 
now  asks  these  alterations  elected  to  office  their 
candidates,  no  man  would  have  heard  of  any 
alteration  or  amendment  to  the  Constitution. 
Mr.  Speaker,  a  Constitution  which  is  good  enough 
with  the  Democratic  party  in  power  is,  in  ray 
opinion,  good  enough  with  the  Republican  party 
in  power.  A  Constitution  which  is  good  enough 
with  the  administration  of  the  Government  in 
the  hands  of  men  who  think  that  all  the  influ- 
ence and  power  of  this  Government  should  be 
used  to  extend  slavery  into  free  territory,  is  also 
good  enough   with   the  Administration    in   the 


hands  of  men  who  think  that  the  free  Territories 
of  the  United  States  should  remain  free. 

I  have  said   that  the  number  of  these  men  in 
the  North  is  small,  and  that   although  they  em- 
brace men  of  the  highest  order  of  intellect  and 
attainment  they  exert  no  considerable  influence 
over  the  mass  of  the  Northern  people.     But  we 
find  a  few  disunionists  at  the  South  now  exert- 
ing a  controlling  influence  over  the  peo[ile,  mould- 
ing and  directing  the  popular  will  at  pleasure, 
arraying  whole  communities  of  men  against  the 
best  government  on  earth,  from  which  they  have 
received  nothing  but  the  richest  benefits  a  be- 
nign government  can  bestow  upon  its  subjects. 
It  is  not  at  all  strange  ths^t  men  should  be  found 
in  both  sections  of  the  country  advocating  radi- 
cal changes  in  the  Constitution  and  laws.     But 
it  is  strange  that  in  the  one  section  of  country 
they  should  lead  and  control  the  whole  mass  of 
the  people,  while  in  the  other  they  are  wholly 
unable  to  exert  any  influence  over  the  people; 
that  in  one  section  they  should  be  able  to  organ- 
ize open  rebellion  against  the  Government,  while 
in  the  other  they  can  scarcely  disturb  the  loy- 
alty of  any  citizen  to  the  Government,  or  excite 
the  least  hostility  towards  f^'C  people  of  the  other 
section   of  the  country.     Why  this   difference  ? 
The  rieople  of  the  North  know  and  understand 
everything  that   pertains   to   the  South.     Your 
newspapers  are  found  in  all  our  villages,  and  are 
read  by  all  classes  of  men.     Southern  men  speak 
freely  their  opinions  at  the  North,  both  in  public 
and  private.     Freedom  of  speech  and  the  press, 
liberty  of  thought  and  action,  is  everywhere  pro- 
tected.    We  ask  no  safeguard  agtinst  error,  but 
truth.     Not  so  in  the  South.     Your  people  do 
not  understand  the  feeling,  principles,  and   mo- 
tives of  the  people  of  the  North.     No  Northern 
man  who  correctly  represents  the  santiments  of 
the  North  is  permitted  to  speak  to  your  people. 
No  Northern  newspaper  representing  the  politi- 
cal sentiments  of  the  North,  is  permitted  to  enter 
or  be  read  in  your  States.     All  that  your  people 
know    of  the  principles   and    intentions  of  the 
Republican  party,  they  have  learned  from  our 
political  opponents.     The  more  of  that  kind  of 
knowledge  they  have  the  le-s  they  know  of  us. 
Freedom  of  speech  and  the  press  is  everywhere 
in  the   South  denied,  and  the  passions  of  your 
people   are  so  constantly  inflamed  against  the 
people  of  the  North   that  a  Northern  man,  when 
in  one  of  your  States,  is  under  the  same  surveil- 
lance and  restraint  that  he  would  be  in  an  ene- 
my's   country.     Any  expression  of  thought  or 
opinion  not  satisfactory  to  your  people  exposes 
him  to  indignity,  and  sometimes  to  death. 

If  freedom  of  speech  and  the  press  had  never 
been  denied  b\  you,  the  disunionists  in  the  South 
would  be  no  more  numerous  or  powerful  to-day 
than  they  are  in  the  North.  They  would  not 
now  be  an  appreciable  quantity  among  the. 
political  forces  of  the  country.  Here  I  think  we 
find  the  origin  and  cause  of  the  evils  which  are 
MOW  upon  us.  Had  freedom  of  speech  and  the 
press  been  maintained  with  you  as  with  us,  it 
would  have  been  as  impossible  to  make  the  peo- 
ple of  South  Carolina  revolt  against  this  Gov- 
ernment a3  it  would  the  people  of  the  most  loyal 


State  in  the  North.  The  principles  and  inten- 
tions of  the  men  of  the  RRpubli::in  party  would 
then  have  been  understood  by  your  people,  and 
although  there  probably  would  have  been  a  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  some  respects  as  to  what 
the  action  of  this  Government  should  be  in  re- 
lation to  slavery,  still  that  differisnce  would  ne-er 
have  led  the  people  of  the  South  into  rebellion 
against  the  Government. 

All  your  peopl'i  would  have  known  as  you, 
their  representatives,  know,  that  we  claim  not 
the  right,  and  have    not    the    wish,   or  intent,  t 
to  interfere  with  slavery  or  any  other  institu- 
tion in  your  States. 

Under  our  system  of  government  freedom  of 
speech  and  the  press  is  as  essential  to  the  safetj^ 
of  the  Government  as  to  the  protection  of  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  citizen.  The  evils 
that  are  now  upon  us  might  have  been  fore- 
seen as  the  natural  couseque  ice  of  the  sup- 
pression of  freedom  of  speech  and  the  press,  for 
many  years,  in  almost  one-half  of  our  country. 

Distrust  and  fear  of  the  Government,  and  hos- 
tility towards  the  people  of  the  other  section  of 
the  country,  are  its  natural  fruits.  It  is  only  in 
the  darkness  that  men  fear  pit-falls  and  traps 
that  do  not  exist,  and  blows  from  unseen  hands. 
This  it  is  that  has  given  to  a  ferr  restless  radical 
men,  such  as  can  be  found  in  every  community, 
power  to  deceive  and  mislead  thi  body  of  the 
people  by  false  representations  as  to  the  inten- 
tions of  the  men  elected  to  office,  and  the  object 
and  purposes  of  the  Republican  p  rty.  Now, 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  it  be  true  that  the  suppression 
of  the  freedom  of  speech  and  the  press  has  pro- 
duced the  evils  which  are  now  upon  us — and  I 
think  no  man  will  deny  that  these  evils  could  not 
otherwise  have  happened — then  are  you,  men  of 
the  South,  and  you  alone  responsible  for  them  ; 
and  you  alone  have  the  power  to  cure  them. 
Neither  amendments  to  the  Constitution  nor  acts 
of  legislation  will  furnish  the  remedy.  If  you 
have  permitted  your  people  to  be  deceived  in 
relation  to  the  principles,  intentions,  and  wishes 
of  the  Republican  party,  you  must  go  home  and 
undeceive  them.  Give  to  them  the  newspapers 
and  speeches  of  public  men  which  correctly  rep- 
resent the  principles  of  the  Republican  party  ; 
let  them  know  the  wishes  and  intentions  of  the 
men  now  elected  to  office,  and  you  will  do  more 
to  put  down  secession  and  rebellion,  and  restore 
peace  and  harmony  to  the  country,  than  can  be 
done  by  voting  for  all  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  that  have  been  or  can  be  proposed. 
We  have  defined  the  position  of  our  parly  in 
relation  to  slavery  in  the  most  solemn  manner 
by  the  action  of  the  delegates  of  all  the  people 
in  national  convention,  and  also  by  resolutions 
in  this  House  voted  for  bj-  every  representative 
upon  this  floor.  We  have  not  changed  or  modi- 
lied  our  principles  in  the  least,  nor  do  we  pro- 
pose to  do  so.  The  doctrines  of  the  Chicago 
platform  we  propose  to  stand  by,  not  because 
they  are  the  doctrines  of  the  Chicago  platform, 
but  because  we  deem  it  essential  to  the«good  of 
the  country  tbat  these  principles  shall  be  carried 
oulfin  the  administration  of  the  Government. 

A  constitutional  majority  of  the  people  voted 


for  Mr.  Lincoln  because  he  is  the  representa- 
tive of  these  principles  ;  and  does  any  man  sup- 
pose that  he  or  any  man  elected  to  office  with 
him  will  abandon  these  principles  now,  in  obe- 
dience to  threats  or  in  compliance  with  entrea- 
ties? Does  any  man  in  this  House  suppose  that 
the  Union  of  these  States  can  be  maintained  by 
constantly  compromising  principle  ?  It  has  often 
been  said  by  men  on  botti  sides  of  this  House  that 
the  day  of  compromises  had  gone  by.  If  is  meant 
that  the  day  when  principles  can  be  compromised 
has  passed,  I  am  glad  of  it.  It  ought  never  to  have 
come.-  He  who  sacrifices  principle  for  present 
peace  and  prosperity  only  draws  upon  the  future 
for  the  means  to  purchase  ease  and  tranquillity 
in  the  present,  and  must  repay  with  usury.  One 
compromise  only  makes  way  lor  another.  la 
the  world's  history  this  truth  has  not  been  more 
fully  demonstrated  than  in  the  past  action  of 
this  Government.  Hereafter  let  all  questions  be 
settled  by  principle,  instead  of  compromise.  I 
cannot  yield  my  convictions  of  right  and  duty 
on  one  question  because  others  yield,  or  pretend 
to  yield  theirs  on  another.  The  people  of  this 
country  have  a  right  to  expect — yea,  to  demand — 
that  the  men  they  have  elected  to  office  shall  in 
■office  adhere  to  the  principles  they  have  pro- 
fessed while  candidates  for  office. 

The  questions  which  now  present  themselves 
to  us  must  be  met,  not  avoided.  They  involve 
the  integrity,  if  not  the  existence  of  the  Govern- 
ment. In  determining  how  these  questfbns  shall 
be  settled,  we  must  consider  not  merely  what 
settlement  will  show  the  best  balances  on  ledgers 
at  the  end  of  1861,  but  what  settlement  will  give 
most  security  and  stability  to  the  Government, 
and  conduce  most  to  the  peace  and  happiness  of 
the  millions  who  shall  come  after  us. 

We  see,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  slavery  has  driven 
six  States  into  open  rebellion  against  this  Gov- 
ernment, and  the  indications  now  are  that  it 
may  compel  still  other  States  to  follow  their  ex- 
ample. And  this  it  has  done,  not  because  sla- 
very has  not  received  all  that  it  has  wished  from 
the  Government;  oh!  no;  it  has  controlled  the 
Government  almost  all  the  time  for  the  last  half 
century.  What  slavery  has  willed  the  Govern- 
ment has  executed.  And  during  all  this  debate 
I  do  not  remember  that  the  first  grievance  received 
by  any  State  from  this  Government  has  been  al- 
leged or  the  first  complaint  against  it  made.  Six 
States  are  in  open  rebellion,  without  being  able 
to  bring  the  first  accusation  against  the  Govern- 
ment or  any  of  its  officers,  and  that,  too,  whilst  a 
President  elected  to  office  by  these  very  States 
is  still  at  the  head  of  the  Government,  a  major- 
ity of  the  Senate  their  especial  friends,  the  Re- 
publican par  y  in  a  minority  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  the  Supreme  Court  making 
decrees  and  giving  opinions  especially  accepta- 
ble to  the  South. 

The  only  reason  that  can  be  assigned  for  this 
rebellion  at  this  time,  is  the  fact  that  the  peo- 
ple have  elected  a  President  who  will  not  use 
the  influence  and  power  of  his  office  in  favor  of 
the  extension  of  slavery  into  the  Territories,  and 
because  slaveholders  know  that  they  will  no 
longer  have  the  absolute  control  of  the  Govern- 


meet.  The  personal  liberty  laws,  of  which  we 
liqar  so  much,  are  uo  new  tnaetment?,  they  have 
been  on  the  statute-bocks  of  the  States  lor  years. 
In  some  States  they  have  been  reiently  repealed, 
in  others  modific  d.  The  doctrines  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  in  relation  to  slavery  in  the  Territo- 
ries are  not  new.  They  have  been  before  the 
people  of  the  country  lor  a  longtime.  In  1856 
you  joined  issue  with  us  on  these  same  doctrines, 
and  we  were  defeated.  We  acquiesced  in  the 
decision  of  the  people  as  we  had  always  done 
before,  and  always  intended  to  do.  In  18C0,  you 
again  joined  issue  with  us  en  the  same  doctrines 
and  you  were  deleated.  Each  of  us  by  going 
before  the  people  and  asking  for  votes,  pledged 
ourselves  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  peo- 
ple. If  we  had  been  defeated  we  should  have 
acquiesced  in  that  decision.  You  would  have 
answered  us  with  scorn  and  contempt  if  we  had 
come  here  and  demanded  that  the  principles 
which  we  had  advocated,  and  the  people  had 
rfjccted,  should  he  incorporated  into  the  Consti- 
tution. Yet  this  is  exactly  what  is  now  asked  of 
us.  The  amendments  to  the  Constitution  pro- 
posed by  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Crittekden,]  in  behalf  of  slavery,  in- 
clude all  that  was  csked  for  slavery  in  the 
Breckinridge  platform,  ard  even  more.  These 
propositions  the  people  refused  to  accept  as  the 
basis  of  the  administration  of  the  Government 
for  four  years,  and  now  the  demand  is  made  that 
we  shall  iiecommend  to  the  people  to  insert  them 
into  the  Oonstitution,  and  that  they  shall  forever 
be  a  part  of  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land, 
without  the  possibility  of  alteration  or  repeal. 
The  amendments  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland,  [Mr.  Harris.]  commonly  called  the 
border  State  propositions,  although  they  do  not 
propose  to  strike  a  fatal  blow  at  the  rights  of 
all  the  free  colored  men  in  our  country,  as  does 
one  of  the  propositions  of  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Crittenden,]  are  still  liable  to  the 
same  general  objection.  The  doctrine  of  the 
North  is  that  slavery  is  a  moral  and  social  evil, 
and  ought  not  to  be  extended  into  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States.  We  believe  that  every  cit- 
izen of  all  the  States  has  a  voice  and  a  respon- 
sibility in  determining  what  shall  be  the  laws 
and  institutions  of  the  Territories,  and  if  we  per- 
mit slavery  to  go  into  and  exist  ia  the  Territo- 
ries, then  we  of  the  free  States  are  as  much  re- 
sponsible for  its  existence  there  as  is  any  citizen 
of  a  slave  State  responsible  lor  slavery  in  bis 
State.  And  for  this  reason  we  will  not  consent 
that  slavery  shall  be  established  in  any  of  the 
Territories,  either  by  law  or  by  constitutional 
amendment,  if  it  is  in  our  power  to  prevent  it. 

The  obligations  which  the  Constitution,  as  it 
is,  imposes  upon  us,  we  will  perform,  but  we  are 
under  no  obligation  to  amend  the  Constitution 
for  the  benefit  of  slavery.  The  first  amendment* 

*  Article  1.  In  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  now 
held  or  hereafter  acquired,  situated  north  of  latitude  thirty- 
six  degrees  and  thirty  nimutes,  slavery  or  involuntary  sur- 
vitude,  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime,  is  prohibited, 
while  such  territory  .shall  remain  under  territorial  govern- 
ment. In  all  the  territory  south  of  said  line  of  latitude  now 
held  or  hereafter  acquired  slavery  of  the  Al'rican  race  is 
hereby  recognised  as  existing,  and  sluU  not  be  interfered 


of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crittenden] 
excludes  slavery  north  of  36°  30',  and  fastens  it 
upon  all  territory  south  of  that  line ;  so  that 
neither  Congress  nor  the  people  of  the  Territory 
can  ever  abolish  or  prohibit  it,  but  requires  that 
it  shall  be  protected  by  all  the  departments  of 
the  territorial  government. 

Now,  sir,  the  prohibition  north  of  36°  30' 
is  worthless  to  the  North  and  to  freedom.  After 
the  experience  in  Kansas,  I  think  the  attempt 
will  not  again  be  made  to  fasten  slavery  upon 
territory  north  of  that  line.  This  amendment 
is,  in  substance,  that  slavery  shall  be  protected 
in  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  where 
the  climate  and  soil  will  permit  it  to  exist;  and 
it  would  have  been  no  more  objectionable,  but 
much  more  fair  and  honest  toward  the  people  of 
the  North  if  it  provided  in  express  terms  that  sla- 
very should  be  protected  everywhere  in  the  terri- 
tories where  it  is  possible  for  it  to  exist.  It  would 
then  have  deceived  nobody.  The  South  agreed 
with  the  North  forty  years  ago  that  slavery 
should  be  excluded  from  all  the  territory  we 
then  had  north  of  that  line,  and  Missouri  came 
into  the  Union  as  a  slave  State. 

The  law  excluding  shivery  continued  unre- 
pealed more  than  thirty  years,  and  until  it  wag 
thought  that  slavcrj'  might  be  introduced  into 
Kansas,  and  then  it  was  repealed  by  the  South, 
in  violation  of  the  compact  with  the  North. 
The  attempt  was  made  to  force  slavery  into 
Kansas  and  a  slave  constitution  upon  the  people. 
To  accomplish  this  object  all  the  powers  of  sla- 
very and  all  the  jjowtrs  of  the  Ftderal  Govern- 
ment were  employed.  And  the  action  of  the 
highest  officers  of  the  Government  in  relation  to 
this  matter  furnishes  the  most  disgraceful  chap- 
ter in  American  history.  The  attempt  failed 
ignominiously,  and  covered  with  shame  and  dis- 
grace all  who  participated  in  it.  The  experi- 
ment demonstrated  that  slavery  could  not  be 
planted  above  that  line;  and  now  the  South, 
satisfied  of  that  fact,  jjroposes  to  prohibit  sla- 
very north  of  that  line,  where  it  knows,  by 
actual  experiment,  it  can  never  go.  And  in  re- 
turn for  this,  slavery  is  to  be  established  and 
protected  in  all  the  territory  south  of  that  line 
by  all  the  powers  of  every  department  of  the 
Government.  And  now  all  the  advantage  being 
on  the  side  of  the  South,  without  the  possibility 
of  change,  the  contract  is  to  be  made  a  part  of 
the  Constitution  and  irrcpealable. 

Mr.  Speaker,  since  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri 
compromise,  any  proposition  from  the  South  to 
the  North  to  adjust  this  question  on  the  line  of 
3G°  30',  or  any  other  line,  is  a  simple  insult.  If 
slavery  is  right  in  itself,  or  has  the  right  under 
the  Constitution  to  go  into  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  let  it  go    into  all   the  Territories 

with  by  Congress  ;  but  shall  be  protected  as  property  by 
all  the  departments  of  the  territorial  government  during  its 
continuance  ;  and  when  any  Territory,  north  or  soulli  of 
said  line,  within  such  boundaries  as  Congress  may  pre- 
scribe, shall  cont.\iu  the  population  requisite  for  a  member 
of  Congress,  according  to  the  then  federal  ratio  of  represen- 
tation of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  it  shall,  if  its  form 
of  government  bo  republican,  bo  admitted  into  the  Uuioa 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  with  or  with- 
out slavery,  as  the  constitution  of  such  new  State  may  pro- 
vide. 


wLere  climate  and  soil  will  permit  it  to  go.  Wc 
are  not  responsible  fur  it.  If  it  is  wrong  in  it- 
self, and  has  no  right  under  the  Constiuuion  to 
go  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  let 
us  exclude  it  from  all  the  Territories.  If  sla- 
very is  wrong  north  of  36°  30'',  it  is  not  right 
south  of  3G°  :!0^  I  am  not  willing  that  the 
North  shall  be  a  second  time  cheated  in  this 
matter,  and  will  not  vote  into  the  Constitution 
anj  new  powers  for  slavery.  I  can  never  vote 
to  give  further  powers  or  constitutional  guaran- 
ties tfti^n  institution  which  has  controlled  this 
Government  up  to  this  time;  and  now,  when 
one  department  of  the  Government  is  about  to 
be  beyond  its  control,  threatens  to  destroy  the 
Government  itself.  It  seems  to  me  that  Ihis  is 
the  most  fatal  remedy  for  existing  evils  that  can 
be  devised  by  man. 

I  should  like,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  examine  each  of 
these  propositions  at  length,  but  time  will  not 
permit  me  to  do  so.  They  are  all  designed  and 
intended  to  give  new  and  further  constitutional 
powers  and  guaranties  to  slavery.  The  words 
slave  and  slavery,  which  our  fatiiers  would  not 
permit  to  be  in  that  instrument,  are  now  to  be 
written  on  the  fore-front  of  the  Constitution  in 
characters  so  indelible  that  all  the  people  who 
shall  ever  come  after  us  can  never  erase  them, 
and  slavery  is  to  be  fastened  as  a  national  badge 
forever  upon  this  Capitol.  We  are  asked  to  pro- 
vide that  while  all  things  else  may  be  changed, 
amended,  or  repealed,  the  provisions  for  the 
benetit  of  slavery  shall  be  eternal. 

Mr.  Speaker,  before  passing  from  this  subject, 
I  must  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  to  Article 
7  of  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crittenden.]  It  is  in  these 
words  : 

"Article  7.  Sec.  1.  The  elective  franchise 
and  the  righc  to  hold  office,  whether  Federal, 
State,  territorial,  or  municipal,  shall  not  be  ex- 
ercised by  persons  who  are,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
of  the  African  race." 

Now,  sir,  what  the  object  or  purpose  of  such 
an  amendment  is,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand. 
Under  the  pretence  of  securing  State  rights,  it 
strikes  one  of  the  most  fatal  blows  ever  aimed  at 
the  lights  of  a  State.  Thcrightofeach  State  tode- 
termine  who  of  her  people  shall  be  citizens  of  the 
State, who  shall  exercise  the  elective  franchise,  and 
who  shall  be  eligible  to  office  in  the  State,  is  one 
which,  I  supposed,  had  always  been  among  the 
cherished  rights  which  no  State  would  willingly 
surrender.  I  find  that  those  men  who  have  always 
claimed  to  be  the  especial  guardians  of  State  rights, 
value  them  only  as  they  make  in  favor  of  slavery ; 
and  while  they  claim  the  power  to  extend  them 
over  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  for  its 
protection,  are  willing  to  strike  them  down  in 
every  State  in  obedience  to  its  demands.  This 
proposed  amendment  deprives  every  State  of  the 
power  to  determine  for  itself  who  of  her  citizens 
shall  have  the  elective  franchise,  and  who  shall 
be  eligible  to  even  State  and  municipal  offices; 
and,  at  the  same  time,  deprives  a  class  of  men, 
whose  fathers  fought  in  the  Revolution,  and  voted 
for  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  under  which 
we  now  live,  of  rights  which  they  and  their  an- 


cestors have  enjoyed  from  the  foundation  of  the 
Government. 

In  his  opinion  in  the  Dred  Scott  case,  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Curtis  says : 

"At  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  all  free  native-born  inhabitants' 
of  the  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  North  Carolina, 
though  descended  from  African  slaves,  were  not 
only  citizens  of  those  States,  but  such  of  them  as 
had  the  other  necessary  qualifications  possessed 
the  franchise  of  electors  on  equal  terms  with 
other  citizens." 

And  again,  in  the  same  opinion,  in  speaking 
of  the  political  righ  s  which  colored  men  have 
enjoyed  in  Massachusetts  under  the  Constitution 
adopted  in  1780,  he  says: 

"It  is  true,  beyond  all  controversy,  that  per- 
sons of  color,  descended  from  African  slaves, 
were  by  that  Constitution  made  citizens  of  the 
State;  and  such  of  them  as  have  had  the  neces- 
sary qualifications,  have  held  and  exercised  the 
elective  franchise,  as  citizens,  from  that  time  to 
the  present." 

The  only  reason  that  can  be  given  for  this  pro- 
posed amendment  is,  that  slavery,  to  justify  itself, 
feels  bound  to  degrade  the  colored  man  where- 
ever  he  can  be  found.  Shall  we  recommend  to 
the  people  of  this  country  to  alter  their  Consti- 
tution for  such  a  reason  ? 

The  amendment  to  the  Constitution  proposed 
by  the  committee  of  thirty-three,  and  reported 
by  the  chairman  [Mr.  Corwin]  to  this  House,  is 
as  follows : 

"  Article  XII.  No  amendment  of  this  Consti- 
tution having  for  its  object  any  interference 
within  the  States  with  the  relation  between  their 
citizens  and  those  described  in  section  second  of 
the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  as  '  all  other 
persons,'  shall  originate  with  any  State  that  does 
not  recognize  tint  relation  within  its  own  limits, 
or  shall  be  valid  without  the  assent  of  every  one 
of  the  States  composing  the  Union." 

I  object  to  this  amendment ;  not  because  I 
wish  to  change  or  alter  the  Constitution  in  this 
respect  from  what  we  now  agree  it  is,  but  be- 
cause it  will  give  to  the  relation  of  master  and 
slave,  and  to  the  right  which  a  master  has  to  his 
slave,  a  recognition  and  protection  which  it  gives 
to  no  other  relation  or  right,  and  will  justify  the 
slave  owner  in  saying  that  he  has  in  the  Consti- 
tution protection  to  his  property  in  his  slave 
higher  than  is  given  to  any  other  property. 

I  object  to  this  amendment  because  it  destroys 
the  equality  of  the  States.  It  confers  upon  a 
slave  State  the  power  to  do  that  which  it  denies 
to  a  free  State  the  power  to  do.  It  authorizes  a 
slave  State  to  originate  amendments  to  the  Con- 
stitution which  free  States  are  denied  the  power 
to  originate. 

I  object  to  this  amendment,  because  it  may 
happeu  that  hereafter  the  Supreme  Court  may 
give  to  some  of  the  provisions  of  the  Consti  u- 
tion  to  which  the  above  amendment  relates  an 
interpretation  which  may  make  it  desirable  that 
we  should  have  the  pow<^r  to  amend  the  Consti- 
tution, without  beiug  dependent  upon  a  slave 
State  to  propose  the  amendment  or  being  obliged 
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to  have  the  concurrence  of  every  slave  State  in 
iU  adoption.  I  find  the  following  language  in 
the  opinion  of  the  Court  in  the  Dred  Scott  case: 

'■And  if  the  Constitution  recognises  the  right 
of  property  of  the  master  in  a  si  ive,  and  makes 
no  distinction  between  that  description  of  prop- 
erty and  other  property  owned  by  a  citizen,  no 
tribunal,  acting  under  the  authority  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  whether  it  be  legislative,  executive, 
or  judicial,  has  a  right -to  draw  such  a  disinc- 
tion,  or  deny  to  it  the  benefit  of  the  provisions 
and  guaranties  which  have  been  provided  for  the 
protection  of  private  property  against  the  en- 
croachments of  the  Government. 

"Now,  as  we  have  already  said  in  an  earlier 
part  of  this  opinion,  upon  a  different  point,  the 
right  of  property  in  a  slave  is  distinctly  and  ex- 
pressly affirmed  in  the  Constitution." 

I  fear  that  some  day  this  tribunal  may  hold 
that  a  master  has  the  right,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  take  his  slaves  into  any  State,  free  as 
■well  as  slave,  and  hold  them  there  according  to 
his  own  V,  ill  and  pleasure.  Perhaps  such  a  de- 
cision now  ■would  be  less  surprising  than  were 
some  of  the  opinions  of  the  Judges  in  the  case  to 
•which  I  have  referred.  Should  that  hippen, 
■w^hether  it  were  possible  to  amend  the  Constitu- 
tion or  not,  1  should  regre'  that  I  had  contributed 
to  place  any  obstacle  in  the  way. 

I  cannot  vote  for  the  bill  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee to  enable  New  Mexico  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  It  is  ad- 
mitted on  ;^11  sides  that  she  has  not  the  requisite 
q'lalification  for  admission  at  this  time.  I  un- 
derstand that  the  admission  of  New  Mexico  is 
offered  as  a  concession  to  the  slave  States,  and 
they  are  urged  to  accept  it  as  such,  because  she 
■will  be  far  more  likely  to  come  in  a  slave  State 
if  permitted  to  come  now  than  a"  a  future'time. 
It  is  well  known  that  the  Territory  of  New 
Mexico  has  the  most  infamous  slave-code  ever 
enacted  on  this  continent,  so  infamous  that  every 
Republican  in  this  House,  except  one,  voted  at 
the  last  session  for  its  repeal.  Now  it  is  pro- 
posed by  Republicans  to  authorize  these  people 
to  form  a  constitution,  leaving  the  same  influences 
■which  enacted  the  code  to  make  the  constitu- 
tion. The  result  would  probably  be  that  the 
si  ivc-code  which  we  voted  to  repeal,  as  being  a 
disgrice  to  American  1  gislation  would  be  trans- 
cribed into  the  constitution,  and  made  a  part  of 
the  fundamental  law  of  the  land. 

When  slavery  shall  be  thus  protected  and  guar- 
antied in  New  Mexico,  I  shall  not  be  surprised 
to  see  the  number  of  slaves  r;ipidly  increase.  I 
can  understand  ■why  masters  do  not  take  their 
slaves  into  a  Territory  so  long  as  they  fear  that 
■when  it  comes  into  the  Union  it  may  be  a  free 
State.  In  speaking  of  this  Territory,  Henry  Clay 
said  : 

"Sir,  ■while  you  reproach,  and  justly,  too,  our 
British  ancestors  f  jr  the  introduction  of  this  in- 
stitution upon  the  continent  of  America,  I  am, 
for  one,  unwilling  that  the  posterity  of  the  pres- 
ent inhabitants  of  California  and  New  Mexico 
shall  reproach  us  f "t  doing  just  what  we  re- 
proach Great  Brit  tin  for  doing  to  us.  If  the 
citizens  of  these  Territories  choose  to  establish 


slavery,  I  am  for  admitting  them  ■with  such  pro- 
visions in  their  constitutions  ;  but  then,  it  ■will 
be  their  own  work,  and  not  ours,  and  their  pos- 
terity will  have  to  reproach  them,  and  not  us,  for 
forming  constitutions  allowing  the  institution  of 
slavery  to  exist  among  them." 

If  we  adooit  New  Mexico  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, and  for  th  '  re  sons  which  have  been 
assigned  in  this  House,  I  shall  fear  that  posterity 
will  reproach  us,  rather  than  the  inhabitants 
of  New  Mexico,  for  making  her  a  slave  Siate. 

But,  suppose  that  we  should  admit  New  Mexico 
now,  what  assurance  have  we  that  she  will  not 
claim  and  exercise  the  s  vca'led  right  of  seces- 
sion, the  same  as  several  other  States  formed 
out  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  have 
done? 

By  geographical  position,  similarity  of  laws 
and  institutions,  she  is  identified  ■;vith  the  States 
that  have  assumed  to  secede  from  this  Union, 
and  I  doubt  not  that  had  she  been  a  State  she 
would,  before  this  time,  have  passed  a  seceision 
ordinance  and  associated  herself  with  the  States 
in  rebellion  against  this  Government. 

All  these  propositions  are  offered  as  conces- 
sions or  compromises,  and  what  is  the  consid- 
eration which  the  North  is  to  receive?  Mr.  Lin- 
coln is  to  be  President  of  the  United  States. 

Have  th'i  people  of  the  free  States  fallen  so 
low  that  they  are  willing,  after  a  President  has 
been  duly  elected  according  t  >  the  Constitution 
and  the  laws,  to  buy  the  right  for  him  to  ad- 
minister the  Government?  Are  they  ■willing  to 
change  and  alter  the  fundamental  law  of  the  land 
in  obedience  to  the  demands  of  traitors  and  reb- 
els with  threats  in  their  mouths  and  ■weapons  in 
their  hands? 

But  suppose  we  yield  everything,  adopt  all 
these  so-ca  led  compromises,  make  all  these  con- 
cessions, who  is  satisfied?  Will  the  States  that 
have  secede!  return?  These  States  tell  us  that 
no  compromise  or  concession  will  ever  induce 
them  to  return.  Any  man  who  knows  Jefferson 
Davis  and  Alexander  H.  Stephens  knows  that 
they  ■will  not  consent  to  be  known  only  as  rebels 
against  this  Government  until  they  have  found 
it  impossible  to  be  known  as  founders  of  .»n- 
other. 

Will  the  slave  States  that  have  not  seceded 
agree  to  remain?  Not  unless  we  are  willing  to 
give  them  the  absolute  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment. All  these  States  tell'  us  that  they  ■will 
never  consent  that  this  Government  shall  adopt 
any  policy  or  do  any  act  in  reference  to  the  se- 
ceded Sta'es  which  shall  be  ■what  they  call  co- 
ercion. 

How  often  have  -we  been  told  in  this  House, 
within  the  last  three  months,  that  any  attempt 
to  coerce  a  sovereign  State  would  make  the 
South  a  unit  against  this  Government.  Now, 
sir,  if  ■we  adopt  all  these  compromises,  make  all 
these  concessions,  and  then  attempt  to  enforce 
the  laws  in  any  seceded  State — attempt  to  re- 
cover possession  of  the  property  that  has  been 
[>lundered  or  stolen  from  t'-;is  Government — we 
shall  find  these  ne'w  ligaments  ■which  we  have 
bound  aro  md  the  Union  no  stronger  than  the 
threads  of  a  spider's  web. 


Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  etill  other  objections  to 
all  these  corapromises  and  concessious  at  this 
time.  If  we  buy  the  right  for  men  elected  to 
office  bj'  a  couftitutional  majority  of  the  peonle 
to  administer  the  Goverrnient,  no  nia'ter  what 
we  pay  for  it,  we  strilce  a  fatal  blow  at  republi- 
can liberty  and  republican  govertment. 

Hereafter  an  election  by  the  people  will  de- 
termine nothing,  not  even  who  are  to  hold  the 
offices.  Hereafter  the  man  who  is  to  be  Presi- 
dent mus't  not  only  be  elected  by  the  people,  but 
he  must  be  able  t6  make  terms  with  the  defented 
party,  and  his  power  (o  administer  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  as  dependent  upon  the  one  as  the 
other.  Hereafter  the  defeated  party  will  demat^d, 
as  the  terms  of  acquiescence  in  the  election,  that 
|its  favcrite  political  doctrines  shall  i  e  made  a 
part  of  the  Constitution,  and  that  instrument 
will  soon  become  a  piece  of  polirical  patchwork, 
mude  up  of  party  platforms  which  have  been 
rejected  by  the  people. 

If  we  buy  the  right  to  administer  the  Govern- 
ment now,  we  recognise  the  right  of  secession 
in  every  State,  and  every  law  enacted  by  this 
Government  \\  ill  receive  its  force  and  vitality, 
not  from  the  Federal  Government,  but  from  the 
acquiescence  of  each  onr-  of  the  Siates.  There 
will  be  as  many  powers  able  to  annul  the  acts 
of  this  Government  as  there  are  States  in  the 
Union,  and  the  Government  will  have  become 
as  contempt'ble  a-  i  would  be  if  it  was  required 
by  the  Cons  ilution  to  submit  every  one  of  its 
acts  to  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  <  ach  one 
of  the  States.  The  power  of  th's  Government 
to  resist  all  assaults  upon  it  by  fore'gn  powers 
has  been  tested,  and  it  has  not  been  found 
wanting.  Its  powtr  to  resist  assiults  from 
within — domestic  assaults — rebellion — is  now 
about  to  be  tested,  and  upon  the  men  of  the 
present  day  rests  the  responsibility  of  deciding 
whether  th>s  Government  is  to  be  a  success  or 
a  failure.  If  this  rebtllion  shall  be  successful, 
•^or  if  this  Go'.  ernment  shall  be  forced  to  recog- 
nise the  ri  -ht  of  secession  in  each  State,  then  is 
this  Government  a  failure.  Then  have  we  lived, 
for  the  last  three-quarters  of  a  century,  under  a 
d  lusion — the  most  pleasing  and  beautiful  the 
world  has  everknowa — but  still  a  delusion. 

We  have  supposed  that  we  had  a  system  of 
Government  so  perfectly  adjusted  in  all  its  parts 
that  each  State  ai:;ed  to  the  Union,  while  re- 
serving all  the  rights  asd  powers  necessary  for 
itself,  gave  increased  strength  and  permanence 
to  the  central  governm  nt.  We  had  learned  to 
look  upon  it  as  we  look  upon  the  solar  system. 
The  Federal  Government  was  the  sun  and  each 
of  the  States  a  planet.  While  each  revolved 
around  and  was  sustained  by  the  common  cen- 
tre, all  united  to  sustain  and  hold  in  its  place 
the  common  centre  itself.  We  should  almost  as 
soon  have  expected  one  of  the  planets  would 
attempt  to  rush  madly  from  its  bright  sphere 
into  the  unknown  regions  of  darkness  and  gloom 
as  to  have  expected  one  of  the  States  of  this 
Union  to  attempt^  to  withdraw  itself  from  the 
security  and  protection  which  i:  received  from 
the  Federal  Government.  Not  only  the  central 
power,  but  each  individual  State  must   use   all 


its  rightful  powers  and  influences  to  retain  every 
other  State  within  the  Union. 

I  cannot  accept  the  doctrine  that  this  Govern- 
ment is  but  a  voluntary  association  of  States, 
each  one  having  the  rig 't  to  withdraw  at  plea- 
sure, and  evcy  State  added  only  increasing  the 
certainty  and  hastening  the  day  of  its  dissolu- 
tion. I  cannot  believe  that  our  fathers  con- 
structed this  Government  no  more  wisely  than 
would  the  builder,  who  should  erect  a  temple 
massive  in  its  structure,  beautiful  in  its  propor- 
tions, and  omnipotent  to  resist  all  powers  Irom 
without,  but  so  designed  that  a  single  blow  from 
within  would  prostrate  the  pillars  on  which  it 
rested  and  cause  the  temple  itself  to  topple  and 
fall. 

We  have  often  been  told,  on  this  floor,  that  it 
mattered  not  whether  a  State  had  the  right  to 
secede  or  not,  secession  was  a  fact  accomplished. 
This,  sir,  is  begging  the  question.    If  a  State  has 
a  constitutional  right  to  secede,  then  secession  is 
a  fact  accomplished  in  six  of  the  States.     Their 
.claims  on  this  Government  are  ended,  and  the 
jurisdiction  of  this  Government  over  them  is  also 
en^ed.     They   have    exercised   a    constitiitional 
right;  and  no  man  can  complain.    But  if  a  State 
has  not  the  constitutional   right  to  secede,  then 
it  mutters  not  what  may  have  been  done  by  State 
Legislatures  or   conventions,  these    States  that 
have  attempted  to  secede  are  in  the  Union,  and 
their  people  are  under  the  jurisdiction  and  the 
laws  of  this  Government  as  much  to-day  as  they 
were  one  year  ago  ;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  every  officer  of  the  Government,  to 
enforce  the  laws  against  and  protect  the  rights  of 
the  people  oi  these  States.     When  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  his  message,  denied  to  a 
State  the  right  of  secession,  he  told  the  country 
that  he  knew  his  duty  ;  but  that  he  was  too  weak 
or  too  wicked  to  do  it.     He  had  been  too  long  the 
accomplice  or  the  d   pe  of  traitors  to  be  able  to 
dischar.e   the    duties  which   thirty  millions   of 
people  had  intrusted  to  him.     He  has  failed  to 
"preserve,  protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,"  and  to  "take  care  that  the 
laws  be  faithfully  executed."    The  special  plead- 
ing of  his  Attorney  General  wiil  not  save  him 
from  the  contempt  of  all  good  men,  and  the  in- 
famy to  which  history  will  assign  him.     It  mat- 
ters not  whether  he  supposed  the  object  and  pur- 
pose of  the  men  who  were  plotting  treason  and 
rebellion  was  the  intimidation  of  the  North,  or 
the  actual    overthrow   of  the   Government,   his 
duty  was  clear  and  plain;  and  had  he,  when  re- 
quested and  urged  to  do  so, place!  one  thousard 
men  in  the  forts  which  have  since  been  seized 
by  the  secessionists,  he  would  have  retired  from 
the  Presidential  chair  with  the  people  of  every 
State  obedient  to  the  Government ;  and  it  would 
never  have  been  said  that,  during  his  Adminis- 
tration, six  States,  unmolested  and  unrestrained, 
set  at  defiance  the   Constitution  and  the  laws, 
and   assumed  to  establish  a  separate  Govern- 
ment. 

How  the  evils  which  now  surround  us  are  to 
be  overcome,  time  alone  can  tell.  The  numerous 
and  conflicting  propositions  for  altering  and 
amending  the  Constitution  prove  conclusively 
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that  experience  has  not  shown  that  any  partic- 
uhir  alterations  or  amendments  are  needed.  And 
a  Constitution  under  which  a  people  have  lived 
for  almo?t  three  quarters  of  a  century  prosper- 
ous and  hap.y,  grown  f;om  three  millions  to 
thirty  millions,  should  receive  only  such  amend- 
ments as  experience  has  shown  to  he  necessary. 
It  should  not  be  altered  or  touched  in  any  time 
of  excitement,  or  to  meet  any  sudden  difficulty 
which  the  Government  should  encounter,  not 
requiring  the  exercise  of  new  constitutional 
powers. 

I  agree  with  the  distinguished  Senator  from 
Vermont,  that  it  is  proper  that  Congress  propose 
and  recommend  amendments  to  the  Constitution 
only  in  case  the  General  Government  feels  the 
want  of  more  delegated  powers;  and  that  where 
the  States  desire  amendments  to  the  Constitu- 
tion for  their  security  or  protection,  they  should 
ask  Congress  to  call  a  convention. 

Now,  sir,  if  the  people  shall  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  any  amendments  to  Uie  Constitution 
are  necessary  at  this  time,  the  Legislatures  of  the 
States  will  apply  to  Congress  to  call  a  conven- 
tion for  proposing  amendments ;  and  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  Congress  to  call  the  convention. 
Such  a  convention  would  bring  together  the 
ablest  men  from  all  the  States;  not  for  the  pur- 
poses of  general  legislation;  not  to  provide  for 
carrying  on  the  Government  for  the  time  being, 
but  only  to  consult  and  act  upon  the  important 
question  of  altering  or  amending  the  Constitu- 
tion. Such  a  convention  n>ight  exert  a  salutary 
influence  upon  the  country,  whether  they  should 
propose  amendments  to  the  Constitution  or  not. 
But  this  is  a  question  not  for  Congress,  but  for 
the  people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  feel  confident  that  Mr.  Lin- 
coln and  the  wise  and  patriotic  men  whom 
he  will  call  around  him  will  do  all  that  can 
be  done  to  unite  the  people  and  restore  peace 
and  harmony  to  the  country. 

I  expect  no  very  sudden  or  miraculous  cure 
of  existing  evils.  I  shall  be  well  content  if  the 
next  four  years  shall  cure  the  evils  which  the 
last  four  have  produced.  It  is  easier  to  pull 
down  than  to  build  up,  to  destroy  than  to  re- 
store. I  trust  that  the  wisdom,  firmuess,  and 
moderation  of  the  incoming  Administration 
will  satisfy  the  people  of  th^  whole  country 
that  they  have  entrusted  the  Government  to 
safe  hands.     And   I    hope    and  trust  that  the 


people  in  the  States,  now  in  rebellion  against 
the  Government,  when  they  shall  see  that  the 
rights  of  all  sections  of  the  country  are  re- 
spected, and  when  they  shall  realiz^e,  as  they 
soon  will,  the  evils  and  misfortunes  which 
secession  has  brought  upon  them,  will  reject 
the  counsels  of  the  men  who  have  precipitated 
them  into  rebellion  against  the  best  Govern- 
ment the  world  ever  saw,  and  return  to  their 
allegiance. 

I  rc>joice,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  these  evils  have 
not  fallen  upon  the  country  during  an  Admin- 
istration of  the  Government  for  which  we,  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  are  responsible.  If  the 
men  we  have  elected  to  office  do  their  duty 
from  the  4th  of  March,  come  what  ma^',  the 
responsibility'-  of  this  rebellion  will  not  rest 
upon  us. 

I  doubt  not  that  these  men  will  do  their 
duty  boldly  and  fearlessly.  When  they  were 
called  to  take  command  of  the  ship  of  State 
they  knew  that  they  could  not  expect  constant 
fair  weather.  They  knew  that  there  might  be 
the  storm  and  the  gale,  as  well  as  the  clear 
sky  and  the  projiitious  breeze,  and  they  are 
not  the  men  to  throw  overboard  the  chart  and 
compass  by  which  they  proposed  to  steer  when 
the  tempest  is  upon  them. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  whether  the  slave  States 
shall  remain  in  this  Union  or  not,  I  fear  not  that 
I  shall  not  have  a  country.  I  have  not  lost  my 
confidence  in  God,  nor  in  man's  ability  for  self- 
government.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  world 
is  to  roll  backward,  or  that  the  great  truths 
which  the  life  of  this  nation  has  illustrated  are 
to  be  stricken  from  the  page  of  knowledge  or 
the  hearts  of  men.  I  fear  not  that  the  flag  with 
the  stars  and  stripes  will  not  continue  to  wave 
over  the  free  States.  If  our  brethren  of  the 
South  shall  leave  us,  that  flag  will  still  float 
over  twenty  millions  of  people,  and  from  the  ris- 
ing of  the  sun  to  the  going  down  thereof,  it  will 
cast  its  shadow  on  the  head  of  no  human  being'' 
whom  it  will  not  protect  in  all  the  essential 
rights  of  manhood.  It  will  be  the  emblem  of 
twenty  millions  of  people,  each  one  of  whom 
will  ask  for  himself  no  civil  or  political  rights 
which  he  will  not  on  the  same  terms  and  con- 
ditions willingly  award  to  every  other  man. 
That  flag  will  be  the  emblem  of  justice,  right 
and  power. 
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